
Dear friends,

“Awake, O sleeper, rise up from 
the dead, and Christ will give you 
light… Make the most of every 
opportunity in these evil days.” 
Ephesians 5:14 -15

The theme of the July winter 
youth camp was WAKE UP! Being 
wide-awake in the Lord is of great 
value and so too is an “I’m not over 
busy” mindset, allowing time and 
space for God to work in us, in our 
midst and around us. 

These past few months have 
included a variety of days, some 
joyful, some sad, some planned and 
some unexpected! 

Easter Sunday morning: heavy 
rains meant closed roads so 
we were unable to get from Rio 
Verde to the Chaco church where 
confirmations were to have taken 
place. Instead we returned to 
Asuncion with rain beating on the 
jeep, us singing along to worship 
music. 

Workers’ Day: we held a 
celebratory lunch with the office 
staff, the rustling gift paper 
revealing soft new towels. This 
has been a tough year for our 
office staff. Our gardener Celso 
underwent surgery; our cleaning 
lady Teodosia has shoulder 
problems and our administrator 

Miriam took three 
months off as 
compassionate leave 
to care for her husband 
Miguel (suffering from 
a detached retina and 
then cataract surgery) 
although he is now up 
and running and has 
joined the office team 
as a volunteer. This is 
a most welcome help 
as our admin assistant 
David has been on 
compassionate leave 
following the birth of 
triplets, Sara, Esther and 
Abigail.

Site inspection days: the 
preschool building works 
are progressing well. The 
children are currently using 
the church’s multi-purpose 
hall. Teachers Gloria and 
Gladys have a strong 
commitment to early years’ 
education and are members 
of Anglican Churches within 
greater Asunción. Being 
part of this project is a joy and early 
years’ provision is one of Sally’s 
passions. 

The parents of the children are 
very enthusiastic about the future 
of the school. The recent Mission 
Paraguay UK team, staying in the  
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Top: Building works inspection: Pepe, the foreman, 
Peter and Miriam, the administrator 

Above: Lola’s baptism, St Paul’s Concepcion - see 
text on page two
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youth room above the church hall, 
were very gracious about all the 
noise that’s involved in being on a 
building site. 

St Andrew’s School Mothers’ 
Day celebration: Sally shared a 
short meditation, encouraging 
mothers to grow in their 
commitment to Jesus Christ. The 
morning’s special guests were a 
group of ladies, led by an 80 year 
old who danced beautifully to the 
galloping rhythm of a traditional 
Paraguayan polka dance. 

Family Day: many children at 
the Annex school have complex 
family situations so it’s become a 
tradition to celebrate family. The 
Misión Esperanza children (Misión 
Esperanza is a foster home) took 
part with aunties Vicky, Cris, Kari 
and Sally. We went along dressed 
in royal blue as our four little girls 
are members of the school’s blue 
team. Games, hot dogs and being 
encouraged as parents/carers by 
Pastor Donald and praising the 
Lord, meant that laughter, cheering 
and clapping filled the air and the 
children’s joy was evident. Our 
children enjoy taking selfies and 
on my (Sally’s) visits to the home, 
we often have time looking at 
our photos, usually giggling and 
remembering special days.

Fathers’ Day: Christ the Saviour 
celebrated this day on a cold 
Sunday evening. Carlos, a teacher 
from St Andrews, treated us all to 
his specialty dish “Mbeju” during a 
time of fellowship after the service. 
Carlos flips the Mbeju like we would 
a pancake!

Baptism in St Paul’s Concepcion: 
during the Sunday morning service 
Lola shared her testimony and was 
baptised. The congregation prayed 
for her and the newly elected 
church council. 

Health and safety training 
day: the Anglican school staff 
and diocesan staff took part in a 
training day, learning about various 
aspects of health and safety. This 
is a new development in Paraguay 
and a raft of new legislation is 
coming in, meaning more meetings 
for Peter with the lawyers. The 
work on the internal diocesan 
regulations continues… 

St Andrews Praying Moms: on 
Thursdays, Praying Moms meet in 
the vestry of St Andrew’s Chapel. 
We are a group of mums who pray 
for the pupils and staff of the 
school and our group is affiliated to 
Paraguay Praying Moms, which now 
has groups all over Paraguay. Sally 
took part in an Asunción meeting 
in July, when she translated for 
Michelle Kvandal, international 
board member for Praying Mothers 
International. This ministry is now 
in over 140 countries. Sally took 
two mothers, one from school and 
one from the cathedral, to a recent 

Praying Moms event. The speaker, 
Sixto Porras, from “Focus on the 
Family”, is one of the most inspiring 
speakers that we have heard. May 
his teaching here in Paraguay on 
the family produce much fruit in 
the Kingdom.

Pastoral interviews: in Rio 
Verde, Peter, Pastor Agustin and 
Chris Hawksbee, interviewed eight 
candidates for pastoral workers 
and deacons. Sally spent time 
with the candidates carrying on 
with the theme of Kingdom in the 
Bible, this time looking at the New 
Testament. Their testimonies were 
very encouraging and listening to 
Bible readings in Spanish, Enxet 
and Guarani reflected some of the 
variety of cultures that make up the 
Anglican ministry in the Chaco. The 
tapping of a beautiful green, yellow 
and red woodpecker, sounding like 
the hammering of nails in wood, 
reminded us of God’s powerful 
promise that his word “is like a 
mighty hammer that smashes a 
rock to pieces” Jeremiah 23:29. 

On the Sunday, an artic wind blew 
in and we had the coldest day of 
this year with frost on the ground. 
Fifty seven valiant confirmation 
candidates were confirmed. The 
wind howled through the open door 
at the back but in spite of this we 
had a wonderful time! 

Two funerals: two of the triplets 
became very poorly with a hospital 
bug. Very sadly Sara died on the 
Tuesday and Esther on the Saturday. 
We were with David and Adriana,  
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Top left: Learning how to use a fire-
extinguisher on the health and safety 
training day 

Top right: Praying Moms: Laura, Michelle 
and Sally 



 

along with pastors Ronald and  
Donald at the hospital, watching 
and waiting, the night when Esther 
died. 

As Peter said at Esther’s funeral, 
he’s never in his many years of 
ministry, and with all the funerals 
he’s taken, done two baby funerals 
from the same family so close 
together. Funerals happen within 
24 hours of a death and include a 
wake, funeral service and then the 
burial. David and Adriana showed 
greatly dignity and strength in the 
Lord in face of such a great loss. 

It has been a moving time for the 
whole church, school and FEISA 
community and much help and 
support has been given. We are 
all thrilled that Baby Abigail went 
home after six and a half weeks 
in neonatal care, weighing just 
under two kilos. David hopes to 

start back at work in the office 

and FEISA soon but 
will need to take time 
off for hospital and 
pediatrician visits. 

Holy Spirit days: 
the Chaco churches 
receive visits from some 
groups with unusual and 
extreme teachings, so 
the Chaco ministry team 
decided that it would 
be good to look at what 
the Bible says about the 
Holy Spirit (this is one 
of Peter’s passions). The 
conference went well with 

the 25 participants appreciative of 
Biblical teaching that was quite new 
to them. The groups that visit often 
have no biblical basis for some of 
their practices and this leads to 
confusion in our churches. 

The training ended with a short 
church service, and some of 
those present asking for prayer 
for boldness to evangelise and 
for healing, which was carried out 
in a gentle and orderly fashion. 
That night, the stifling 40°C 
weather broke and we spent the 
night listening to the drumming 
of torrential rain on the tin roof. 
Sunday’s visit to bless a new church 
building and for ordinations was 
cancelled as the road into La 
Patria was closed. So it was back 
to Asunción on a wet, cool Sunday 
morning. 

“So teach us to number our days, 
that we may apply our hearts unto 
wisdom.” Psalm 90:12

Thank you for praying for us 
and with us; we really 
appreciate your prayers, 
support and concern. 

With love in the Lord,  

Peter and Sally
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can give online to  
Peter and Sally at: 
churchmissionsociety.org/bartlett

Contact details:  
saritabartlett@hotmail.co.uk 
peterparaguay@gmail.com
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PRAYER AND PRAISE

   Give thanks for the Lord’s 
mercies, which are new 
every morning. 

   Pray for the Lord’s favour, 
good health, safe travel, 
wisdom and discernment 
and that he establishes 
the work of our hands.

   Pray for Christ’s wake 
up call to be heeded in 
our congregations and 
communities.

   Pray for the faithful 
preaching of God’s word 
with boldness in the power 
of the Holy Spirit in our 
congregations. 

   Pray for boldness for the 
Chaco church leaders as 
they teach and minister in 
their communities.

   Pray for the office staff, 
especially David Benitez, 
his wife Adriana, little 
Isaac and baby Abigail.

   Pray for Misión Esperanza 
adjusting to Teresa 
Maidana’s retirement, 
and for good futures for 
five children awaiting 
permanent home 
placements.

Above: At the confirmation service with 
Carmen receiving her certificate 

Left: Praying during the Chaco leaders’ Holy 
Spirit Day, St Matthews, Rio Verde 


