
Dear friends,

Is it better to journey than to arrive?

As we are sending you our first CMS link letter, we are busy 

preparing to return to Paraguay after three months in the UK. 

Mission partners refer to these times as home ministry whereas 

most of our friends in the Anglican Church in Paraguay will be 

calling this the Bartlett’s holiday! 

Visits across England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales, over 

30 changes of bedrooms and being present at services in 17 

different churches, and three weeks of decorating and home 

improvements in Doncaster, has meant that keeping organised 

has been a challenge (one pair of shoes lost, one alarm clock 

kindly returned). A TomTom has been a great help on our many 

trips and has enhanced harmony between chauffer Peter and 

mapreader Sally. At points Sally has felt like her new collapsible 

jam making funnel – maximum flexibility seems to be required! 
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But she is really looking forward to being back in the 

house in Asunción and making grapefruit marmalade with 

the fruit from the trees in our back garden. 

One of the pleasures of church leadership is to watch 

groups of people work together in the Kingdom of 

God. A project that we have been privileged to watch 

develop, with mission partner Caroline Gilmore White, 

is the publication of Jack Sanderson’s Journey into 

the Paraguayan Chaco, with its beautiful watercolour 

paintings of the Chaco and stories of Jack ś life in the 

Chaco in the 30s, 40s and 50s.  

The coverage of the current situation in Japan urges us to 

pray for others whose life journey has been so challenging 

in recent days and reminds us of our personal journey 

to visit Karen in Japan in 2007 when things were very 

different.

Giving and receiving gifts

The gift of a grandchild is a wonderful gift and, of 

course, a great reason for making and buying gifts. It 

has been a delight to get to know little James and 

watch Catherine and David love and care for him. 

When John the Baptist was asked about people 

turning to Jesus, John replied: A man can receive 

nothing unless it has been given him from 

heaven (John 3: 27). We have been most aware 

that all we have is given to us by God and we 
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thank Him for His great goodness and to the many family 

and friends who have so generously shared their homes, 

meals, time, resources, books, ideas, tears, laughter and 

prayers with us. 

We have enjoyed catching up with our families and link 

churches and had a great rest in the Lake District, the peace 

and quiet giving us the opportunity to relax, recharge our 

batteries and reflect. Karen and Sally have enjoyed poring 

over sewing books, buying material, creative sessions making 

presents for friends and dreaming of projects and gifts yet to 

be created!

Questions?

Our 2011 census form is on the coffee table waiting to be 

filled in and not surprisingly one or two of the questions that 

the British public are about to answer have provoked much 

media interest. Pablo the Parrot from Paraguay has gone 

contra parrot-culture and now loves to ask questions. As 

Pablo and several smart youngsters know humans are made 

in the image of God. Jesus was an amazing questioner 

so perhaps it is not surprising that children ask so many 

questions. 

This year’s World Day of Prayer on 4 March, prepared by 

Chile, took as a theme Jesus’ question to his disciples: How 

many loaves have you? We are invited into a process that 

draws us into the Bible and into the real situations of our 

lives and communities encouraging each one to question: 

What are my gifts? What can I share? As we prepare to 

return to Paraguay these are good questions to ask.

Thanks and prayer

 Praise God for abundant rain in Paraguay over the last 

month.

 Thank God for home ministry and visits to link churches.

 Praise God for the opportunity to spend time with family 

and friends.

 Thank God for good health and safety.

 Pray for us to settle back into life in Paraguay quickly.

 Pray for our family as we return to Paraguay.

 Pray for wisdom, guidance and grace in our responsibilities.

 Pray for us in the opportunities that we are given to teach and 

disciple.

 Pray for new growth in the Anglican congregations in Paraguay 

and for the church. councils and leadership groups as they plan for 

healthy churches.

 Pray for Holy Week and Easter activities. 

 Pray for Paraguay celebrating 200 years of independence.

Thank you for your prayers and support, for which we are very 

grateful. 

With love in Him, 

Peter and Sally 
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