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St Michael & St Barnabas
February 2013

What is being proposed?

On 5 Feb the Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill will receive its
second reading in the House of Commons. The first sentence of
the first clause of the bill reads: Marriage of same sex couples is
lawful. This is a simple sentence but one which has provoked a lot
of debate. How should we as Christians as respond?

First of all, we should recognise that homophobia has been
accepted for too long. We have just remembered Holocaust
Sunday where gay people were murdered along with Jews and
other people who were deemed unacceptable. We cannot support
any legal system which punishes people for their sexual orientation.

At the same time this simple sentence raises a serious question as
to the freedom of those who cannot accept same-sex marriage.
Already the signs are that a measure introduced to promote justice
and equality leads to legal action against those who dissent.
Indeed within a few years I could well be prosecuted for what I am
writing here.

So what's the problem?

Let me underline four key issues:

First of all, by introducing this bill the actual definition of marriage
is being changed, for example by removing the concept of
adultery. This can only harm existing relationships.

Secondly, marriage between a man and a woman is the key to a
healthy society. All other things being equal, it is the best
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environment in which children are born and nurtured. This does
not mean we should judge any person or couple who fall short of
this ideal. But nor should we have a government which destroys
the foundations of family life.

Thirdly, all our existing laws are based upon the traditional
understanding of marriage. You can't alter every piece legislation
that's been passed over the centuries, without creating a whole
host of legal disputes.

Fourthly, and most importantly, same sex marriage goes against
the Christian understanding of creation. There is no place in the
Bible where same sex relationships are viewed positively. Of
course anyone can quote verses in favour of his or her argument.
But the case against same-sex marriage runs deeper than that.

When God made man in his image, Genesis 1:26 tells us: Male
and female he created them. Genesis 2:17 tells us that woman
was made for man (translated literally) as a helper "like but
opposite him". In other words, man and woman are created equal
before God. But it is only by adopting different roles within the
marriage relationships that together they reflect the image of God.
This is reinforced in the New Testament where Jesus tells us at
the beginning God made them male and female (Mark 10:6). A
same sex "marriage" ignores God's basic design for us as human
beings.

How has the church responded so far?

Unfortunately so far the church has given mixed messages. There
are some Christians who sincerely believe that committed
relationships between any two people reflect Christ's love for the
church. They would deny that the Bible has anything to say about
these kinds of relationships, which in their eyes are a faithful
witness to the love of God.



3

However it is telling that in Ephesians 5 Paul uses the language of
Genesis 1 to talk about the relationship between Jesus and the
church. It is marriage between man and a woman which shows the
faithful love of God for us. Other relationships may be loving, but
this does not mean that in themselves they are right.

The real issue, as I hope you can see, depends on our attitude to
Scripture. In reality those Christians who take a more liberal view
on same sex "marriage" see the Bible only as part of God's
ongoing revelation for His people, rather than a record of the faith
that was once for all entrusted to the saints (Jude 3). The result
can be seen, for example, in a church such as The Episcopalian
Church in the USA. There not only has same sex "marriage" been
accepted, key doctrines of the church have been renounced and
active measures have been taken against those who resist the
revision of the faith.

So the Anglican Church's response – at least in the West - has
been confused and muddled. We can see this in the Church of
England advice about civil partnerships. When they were
introduced in 2005, the Church of England allowed its clergy to
enter civil partnerships so long as they remained celibate. This
advice has recently been extended to bishops. Of course this is
impossible to police, and has only undermined the wider witness
of the Church.

However there is hope. There are faithful evangelicals and
catholics within the Church of England who uphold the teachings
of Scripture and resist the redefinition of marriage. Beyond this
country, the part of the Anglican Communion that is growing is the
so-called Global South. They represented 80% of Anglicans
worldwide and they are horrified by the developments within
church and society in this country. There is a strong network
between evangelicals and the Global South, both through national
organisations, and also local links. Both the dioceses of Paraguay
and of Thika with whom we are linked uphold a traditional
understanding of marriage.
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What can we do?

We must not underestimate the threat to our religious freedom that
this bill entails. It may become illegal, for example, for teachers to
uphold traditional teaching, or for ministers to refuse to conduct
gay marriages. The government has promised certain safeguards
for the Church of England, but there is no guarantee they would be
upheld in a European Court of Law.

So we need to:

- Pray. The Lord is still sovereign, and it is not impossible
for him to revive and restore his church at this time.
- Campaign. The Coalition For Marriage has an online
petition which has attracted over 600,000 signatures. We
need to unite around this campaign in a winsome fashion
to resist this change in the law.
- Write. Our local MP, Oliver Colvile, is in favour of
changing the law. Let him know what you think.
- Support one another. In the name of equality we will
face increasing discrimination and hostility for our views.
We need to uphold one another in the growing challenges
that we face.

This has been a long letter. I am sure it raises many issues for you.
I'd be happy to discuss them with you further. Please do contact
me if you have any questions or comments, and let's see how
together we can maintain an effective witness to the grace of God
in Jesus Christ that still changes lives today.

Revd Tim Buckley 28 Jan 13


