
Dear friends,

The American Robert Frank 
was an influential 20th century 
photographer and he noted that 
“black and white are the colours of 
photography. To me they symbolize 
the alternatives of hope and 
despair to which mankind is forever 
subjected”. A world without hope 
can be dismal and fear filled, and it 
is not surprising that throughout 
the ages, and through times of 
change and uncertainty, Christians 
place their hope in God rather than 
in their own efforts and abilities.

Technicolor 2016 in Paraguay 
had its fair share of challenges but 
also joys. The biannual synod in 
August was a time during which 
representatives enjoyed time to 
pray in small groups for all that 
is going on in the diocese in the 
different congregations, locations 
and ministries. The “Simply the 
Story” workshop on presenting the 

Bible through accurate 
narration and acting out 
of the Scriptures was 
led by a team of trained 
members from St Paul’s 
in Concepcion and was 
a big hit. The synod 
also voted to proceed to 
an extraordinary synod 
in November to revise 
the diocesan statutes. 
This took place after 
much consultation and 
was the conclusion of 
several years work on 
the matter. The revised 
legal framework is now 
in line with current law 
in Paraguay and as such 
provides scope and hope 
for the future functioning and 
development of the diocese. A new 
diocesan executive committee was 
elected and is functioning well. 
All of this kept Peter busy and St 
Andrew’s College is also revising its 
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Bottom: Ordination as a pastor of Agripino, La 
Leona, La Patria, Paraguay
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legal framework and that’s nearing 
completion. 

Developing leadership has 
been high on our list of priorities 
and it has been good to work 
alongside other leaders in the 
training of leaders, both potential 
clergy and lay leaders. An exciting 
development is that Rafael, Esteban 
and Gustavo are starting full time 
theological studies this year at 
the Evangelical University here 
in Asuncion. Rafael and Gustavo 
are leaders in the Roque group of 
churches and Esteban in the Luque 
church. 

In November, there were many 
ordinations (of pastoral workers 
and deacons) in La Patria in the 
Chaco. This has very much been a 
team effort and the Chaco ministry 
team has given real quality input 
into these people. As we set off for 
Paraguay in 2009, a clergy friend in 
St Helens shared with us their sense 
that God would enable us to build 
the church, cover ground and  

 
cross rivers where there were no 
bridges as of yet, and that new ways 
of doing things would emerge. This 
has certainly proved to be accurate 
and we were reminded of this as 
Peter and the team crossed a most 
precarious bridge in La Patria to 
reach the community where the 
latest ordinations took place. One 
member of the team decided not to 
trust the bridge and crossed over 
minus his trousers! Peter decided to 
keep his trousers on and, with the 
help of a nimble guide, place his 

trust and hope in the new bridge!

Both of us work closely with 
Pastor Donald Brooks; he was 
elected as the vice-president of the 
diocesan executive and teaches 
with us in the School of Ministry. He 
also works alongside Sally as part 
of the leadership of St Andrew’s 
Chapel. It was therefore a big shock 
for us when we heard that he had 
kidney failure, resulting in the 
removal of a kidney in the autumn. 
He is now on the waiting list for a 
kidney transplant. Together with 
his family – wife Caroline and 
their three young children – he 
is a much valued member of the 
Anglican Church and we would ask 
you to pray for the whole family as 
they have had to adjust to dialysis 
sessions, thrice weekly, which 
has inevitably brought change to 
their living and working patterns. 
Donald and Caroline’s unwavering 
faith in God and their hope in his 
faithfulness has been an example 
to many; please continue to pray for 
them. 

Sally has enjoyed her various 
discipleship groups, especially the 
Monday afternoon school cleaning  
team which meets in a room that 
the group has nicknamed “The  

“Developing 
leadership has 
been high on our 
list of priorities and 
it has been good 
to work alongside 
other leaders in the 
training of leaders, 
both potential 
clergy and lay 
leaders.”

Top left: The new bridge into La Leona, La 
Patria, Paraguay

Top right: Sara, Nilda, Blanca and 
Rosalba, some of the members of the 
cleaning team after one of our Monday 
“Dog Kennel” afternoons (see text below)
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Dog Kennel”. Subjects for Scripture 
reading, reflection, sharing and 
prayer have been varied and 
have included hospitality, Jesus 
encounters and the parable of the 
Prodigal Son. It has been a privilege 
and an honour to accompany these 
ladies in their challenges and joys. 
Poignant and humbling moments 
have been shared and we have all 
grown in hope in the Lord. 

The Esperanza Children’s 
Home had a varied year with 
some staffing issues, challenging 
behaviour from some of the 
children, and being over the limit 
as regards the number of children. 
On a good note, staff training has 
gone well and Aunty Vicky, a new 
member of staff, has a valuable role 
with the older girls. We were thrilled 
that the two youngest children – 
two little brothers – were adopted 
in December. It was so encouraging 
to see how God is providing hope 
for their future, as they now belong 
to their forever family, a local 
pastor who is a music teacher and 
his wife. We had all noted that the 
boys love music and so this match 
seems particularly appropriate. 
Please pray for the four little girls 
whose legal cases are still without 

resolution, and for them 
all as a new school year 
starts. All four will now 
be attending our Annex 
School. 

Sally is the link person 
between the home and 
the school and goes 
to meetings, events, 
shows, prize-givings 

etc., and meetings, included being 
called upon in loco parentis to 
sign the bad behaviour book last 
year. We are praying that this 
year will see an improvement in 
behaviour! Peter, who many moons 
ago was a senior social worker with 
special responsibilities for children 
with very difficult backgrounds, 
collected Sally from the home one 
evening and, after he had spent 
half an hour with the aunties and 
the children, declared: “These 
ladies deserve gold medals for their 
commitment, work and love for the 
children.” This is certainly true! The 
board members, Sally, Ana, Mary, 
Teresa and Alicia, along with the 
home staff, continually place their 
trust in the Lord that the children’s 
futures will be filled with hope.

On a personal note, we have just 
enjoyed a great family get together 
to celebrate Sally’s 60th! It was 
a joy to spend special time with 
Sally’s brothers, sister and their 
families, her cousins and some 
of their families, our children and 
grandchildren. 

Thank you for your prayers 
and support, which are greatly 
appreciated! Just as you pray for us, 
we pray for you, echoing the words 
of the Apostle Paul: “Now may the 
God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, that you may

 
 
 
 
 
 
 abound in hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13)

With love in the Lord,  

Peter and Sally
You can give online to  
Peter and Sally at: 
churchmissionsociety.org/bartlett

Contact details:  
saritabartlett@hotmail.co.uk 
peterparaguay@gmail.com

PLEASE PRAY FOR...

Give thanks for:

  Good health and travelling 
mercies

   Those who have been 
recently ordained 

   God’s faithful providing of 
resources for ministry.

Please pray for:

   Good health and safe 
travels

   Wisdom, discernment and 
the ability to encourage 
others as they develop in 
leadership

   Us, as we get back into 
the swing of ministry 
in this year and for the 
establishing of fruitful 
priorities 

   The board and staff of the 
Mission Esperanza and for 
the four little girls needing 
legal resolutions for their 
futures

  Rafael, Gustavo and 
Esteban as they start 
theological training

   Donald and Caroline 
Brooks as they wait for 
a kidney transplant for 
Donald.

Above: “Ready to blow out the candles!” 
Wonderful food and cake provided by daughter 
Karen and daughter-in-law Catherine


