
Dear friends,

King David’s words to us in Psalm 
23 encourages us to reflect on 
God’s goodness and provision for 
our well-being, especially in times 
of adversity or challenge. 

“He renews my strength. He 
guides me along right paths, 
bringing honour to his name… 
You prepare a feast for me in the 
presence of my enemies. You 
honour me by anointing my head 
with oil. My cup overflows with 
blessings.” Psalm 23:3,5 (NLT)

This Psalm can guide us into 
developing our friendship with the 
Lord who desires to be our best 
companion and guide, in fact the 
very centre of our lives. As God calls 
us into a relationship with himself, 
he enables us to honour him and to 
also honour others. And he honours 
us with the anointing of his 
presence and blessing in our lives. It 
is God himself who is able to restore 
us and renew our strength. 

We are very grateful to the Lord 
for restoring Sally’s health after she 
spent the month of May fighting off 
a kidney infection, requiring several 
visits to doctors. After plenty of 
tests, scans, medicines, help from 
friends and rest, she has now got 
her bounce back. 

The diocesan 
offices were recently 
inaugurated during 
our weekly leaders 
and pastors’ meeting. 
We prayed together 
anointing each 
office, also blessing 
and praying for each 
person who works 
in the offices. Those 
working in this new 
space now include the 
administrator Miriam, 
her assistant David, Miguel 
who does all manner of 
errands and the cleaning 
lady Sara. Pastors Ronald 
and Donald have office 
space as we do too. 

We are very pleased 
with the new prayer room, 
already being put to good 
use. The new meeting room 
is being well used and this 
week there are training 
meetings taking place for 
parents from St Andrew’s 
School for the planned school 
board, with input from consultant 
David Wells. Peter, the current head 
Gwen and the incoming principal 
Carlos are also taking part. 

Peter attended the GAFCON 
conference in Jerusalem and was  
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Top: Winter in Asuncion with beautiful pink 
Lapacho trees on the street behind our local 
supermarket

Above: Sally, Miriam and Peter praying for and 
anointing David in his new reception office

Name: Peter and Sally Bartlett

Location: Paraguay

Our call: To serve the Anglican Church 
throughout Paraguay, developing local leaders 
and bringing kingdom life to new situations

Our role: Peter is diocesan bishop, pastor of the 
pastors, ordaining ministers and opening new 
paths for the kingdom to advance. Sally serves 
the church through teaching and discipling, 
encouraging others to enter God’s kingdom 
and develop their leadership skills



 

encouraged by the movement 
forward in mission in many parts 
of the Anglican Communion. He is 
preparing for the diocesan synod 
taking place at the beginning of 
September. Bishop Tito Zavala from 
Chile is the keynote speaker and 
he will be speaking on “Moving 
from Maintenance to Mission”. 
Delegates will be attending from 
the different Anglican churches 
and communities in Paraguay. 
St Andrew’s School is requiring 
significant input at the moment. 
The process of change of headship 
moves forward as Gwen and Mags 
prepare for retirement. The building 
works and refurbishment are still 
not completed due to various 
challenges.  

Pastor Donald is going to move 
to Argentina where there are more 
opportunities to receive a kidney 
transplant. He has been a key 
member of our diocesan staff and 
Peter will miss his help in many 
ways and Sally too, especially in 
St Andrew’s Chapel, where he has 
been co-pastoring. Above all, we 
will miss his faithful friendship and 
partnership in the gospel. 

On the pavement by the 
supermarket while carrying a dozen 
eggs and a casserole dish, I (Sally) 

tripped over an uneven surface and 
was rather surprised to see that I 
had dislocated the middle finger 
of my right hand, which had a 90 
degree bend in it. However, very 
suddenly a young man appeared 
and asked if he could help. He 
helped me to get up and I said: 
“Please could you help me to get 
my finger back into place?” He 
smiled, nodded his head and gently 
held my hand while at the same 
time slightly extending the finger 
and it clicked back into place on its 
own. He then placed his hand over 
it and bent his head as if in prayer, 
turned it over and did the same for 
the back of the finger. I thanked 
him profusely and looked round to 
speak to the security guard who 
was watching what was happening, 
before turning back to the young 
man but he had gone.  

A quick trip to the walk-in 
clinic showed that nothing was 
broken. Betty, who is a nurse and 
a member of our S.H.A.P.E. group 
in the chapel, rang and suggested 
loosely strapping the finger to the 
ring finger. Google revealed that 
this practice in the States is known 
as having a “finger buddy”. Maybe 
that chance encounter on the path 
outside the supermarket was a 
meeting with an angel; at the very 
least he was a young man who knew 
exactly how to get a dislocated 
finger back into place. His deeply 
kind and gentle presence gave me 
the confidence to ask for what was 

needed at that exact moment. The 
Pyrex dish was still intact as were 
eight of the dozen eggs. My cup had 
overflowed!

The idea of a “World Friendship 
Day” was suggested in 1958 by Dr 
Ramon Artemio Bracho during a 
July winter dinner with friends in 
Puerto Pinasco, about 200 miles 
north of Asuncion. Nowadays in 
Paraguay, the eve of 30 July is used 
for giving presents and celebrating. 
The game of the “Invisible Friend” 
is now a tradition. Small sheets 
of paper with names are given to 
all members of a group and each 
of them secretly selects one, and 
on 30 July gives a present to the 
person on the paper. 

Sally’s Cleaning Team Prayer 
‘n Bible group decided to have a 
special tea and meditation and we 
thought about what makes a good 
friend, looking at 1 Corinthians 
13. Sally’s invisible friend (Clara) 
thoughtfully gave her a lovely scarf 
as she had noted that Sally is “your 
typical English lady who often 
wears scarves”! 

And Sally was able to use her 
strapped up finger with its finger 
buddy as an example of how a 
true good friend can support us, 
helping us when we are in trouble 
and keeping us on the straight and 
narrow path. This week we prayed 
and thought about what it means in 
Psalm 23:5 when it says that “Thou 
arrangest before me a table, Over-
against my adversaries, Thou hast  
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Above left: Peter’s GAFCON prayer partners, 
from Canada, New Zealand, Mozambique, 
Uganda and Nigeria

Above right: Sally praying for Mags (who 
will be retiring from the leadership of St 
Andrew’s School at the end of this year)



 

anointed with oil my head, My cup 
is full!” (Young’s Literal Translation). 
The version of the Spanish Bible 
that we use in the group refers to 
adversaries, and we thought of all 
the things in life that could be seen 
as adverse and how in the face of, 
and in spite of, these things and 
indeed sometimes people, God 
is pleased to prepare a table of 
blessing and presence for each one 
of us. 

Friendship Day also kept our 
phones buzzing and bleeping with 
rashes of messages in the different 
WhatsApp groups that we belong 
to. Peter was called and thanked 
by a colleague for the friendship 
and consideration shown during 

a recent family crisis. 
An important part of 
our pastoral ministry 
is walking alongside 
and encouraging those 
who are going through 
difficult times. 

The Big Eat Karu 
Guazu, which the ex-
pupils of St Andrew’s 
School held in favour 
of the Esperanza foster 
home, was a great 
success with a large 
turnout. New president 

Mario Abdo Benitez, current parent 
and past pupil of the school, and 
his wife, took time to come and to 
greet the aunties and children from 
Esperanza. 

We are thrilled that a month ago 
little M joined her adoptive family 
and is settling in well. Her adoptive 
mother sent Sally a message to 
thank her and the aunties from 
Esperanza for the children’s Bible 
that M was given at her leaving tea, 
and she shared that she often finds 
M reading the stories to herself 
using the pictures as prompts 
as she can’t yet read on her own. 
Good progress is being made on 
the remaining five children’s cases 
and we are praying and hoping 
for more resolutions in the near 
future. Last week, Esperanza held 
its now annual fundraising lunch, 
using the motive of Friendship Day 

as a reason for getting 
together. As we ate 
together and raised 
money, we were grateful 
for God’s provision for 
these little ones.

Thank you for your 
partnership with us and 
prayers for us, which we 
greatly appreciate. 

With love in the Lord,  

Peter and Sally
 

You can give online to  
Peter and Sally at: 
churchmissionsociety.org/bartlett

 
Contact details:  
saritabartlett@hotmail.co.uk 
peterparaguay@gmail.com
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PRAYER AND PRAISE

   Give thanks for restored 
health.

   Give thanks for the 
smooth move into the new 
offices.

   The secret of friendship 
is being a good listener 
– may we honour God, 
listening in his presence.

   May Jesus the Good 
Shepherd be our wisdom 
and our guide in the 
decisions we make.

   Pray for the diocesan 
synod, that the Anglican 
Church in Paraguay will 
keep moving on the path 
from maintenance to 
mission.

   Pray for Caroline and 
Donald Brooks and their 
family as they prepare 
to move to Los Cocos in 
Argentina.

   Pray that there would be 
continuing good progress 
in the school building 
project.

Above: The St Andrew’s School cleaning team 
preparing for our Friendship Day tea and Bible 
time  

Left: President Mario Abdo Bentiez and his wife, greeting aunties Juana, Vicky and 
Cris and the children from Esperanza at the fundraising initiative Big Eat
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