
Dear friends,

Seasons greetings! The famous 
carol “Hark the herald angels sing” 
has a little sung verse that includes 
the following words:

“Come, Desire of nations, come, 
fix in us Thy humble home… 
Now display Thy saving power, 
ruined nature now restore…”

The Bible contains many 
prophecies. In 520BC in Jerusalem, 
there was a prophet named Haggai. 
We read: “‘... and I will shake all 
nations, and they shall come to the 
Desire of All Nations… And in this 
place I will give peace’, says the Lord 
of hosts.” Haggai 2:7-9 (NKJV). 
Amazing. In this specific foretelling, 
all the nations are described as 
coming to someone. He is referred 
to by the longing that he invokes, 
even in those who don’t know him. 
Could it be that today we see that 
yearning expressed as many search 
for justice, the righting of evils and 
a better and more peaceful world? 

Stories – yours, mine and ours
The story of this great salvation 

that the above famous and often-
sung carol rings out is told in the 
Bible. Salvation is explained using 
the medium of stories as well as 
doctrinal explanations. Each of us 

has a life story and for 
the disciple of Jesus 
Christ, that story is told 
within the context of 
the mega-narrative 
of salvation. So, if we 
are following Jesus, 
our stories aren’t 
just about us; more 
importantly they share 
God’s message of 
salvation – deliverance 
obtained through 
the sacrifice of 
our Lord Jesus and 
his resurrection, 
stories bearing 
witness to God’s 
great goodness 
and faithfulness. 

And so to the 
stories to be 
told…

Bishop Tito 
Zavala from Chile 
is a godly man who 
we have known for 
over 20 years and it was with great 
pleasure and anticipation that he 
was invited to come and be the 
keynote speaker at our biennial 
synod in September. He invited 
us to reflect on our church here in 
Paraguay, its history and  
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current situations, and to consider 
the question “is our church in 
maintenance mode or are we 
in mission mode?” Bishop Tito 
has investigated this question 
in different parts of the global 
Anglican Communion and to date, 
each specific context has given the 
resounding answer “yes, we are in 
maintenance mode”. Our diocese is 
no different! So what will this shift 
in perspective mean for each faith 
community within the diocese? 

God’s generosity and our 
response of gratitude marked our 
goodbye service and special lunch 
for Pastor Donald and Caroline and 
their family. They have now moved 
to Argentina so that Donald can 
receive medical care, as he waits 
for a kidney transplant. This small 
faithful and faith-filled community 
is transient by nature but that 
doesn’t make goodbyes easy and 
letting go can be hard. Thankfully 
we stay in touch via WhatsApp 
messages and calls. 

Torrential rains have visited 
Paraguay over the last couple of 
months so we delayed our recent 
trip to the Chaco by a day while 
we sorted out blocked drains on 
our back patio in order to avert an 
imminent house flooding. Each 

recent storm has also ensured 
power cuts. The rains continue 
to keep coming and, as we write, 
thunder is rumbling away, rain 
is gently falling and the levels of 
Paraguay’s rivers keep on rising. 

We had a profitable time in Rio 
Verde recently. We were pleased to 
be using the new teaching room 
(built by a great team of Northern 
Irish builders). The theme of this 
important training meeting for the 
Chaco church leaders was unity. 
Peter encouraged each leader 
present to seek to become mature 
and use their special Christ-
given gifts for the good of the 
community, recognising Christ’s 
generosity to the community in the 
giving of these graces (Ephesians 
4:1-16). This equipping is liberally 
given, so that the church in unity 
can engage in its mission to make 
disciples of the nations and teach 
obedience to the Lord. Peter also 
shared the news that he will be 
retiring in October in 2019. We 
have announced this news so that 
the church has time to make plans 
for the future. 

From the diocesan centre in 
Rio Verde, we travelled east to St 
Pauls in Concepcion for Peter to 
meet with the church council and 
chair their AGM. On the Sunday 
morning, Jessica was confirmed. We 
first met Jessica, then aged six, in 
2008 when we were invited to visit 
Paraguay for the first time, as the 
diocese searched for a new bishop. 

We remember helping her with her 
English homework. It was exciting 
to hear her tell the congregation 
about her decision to follow Jesus 
when she was much younger and 
her recent decision to be confirmed 
in the church. 

Bishop Greg from Buenos 
Aires was bishop for seven years 
in Bolivia, so we know him well 
and appreciate his wisdom and 
leadership experience. In his role 
as the provincial primate, he is 
now accompanying the diocesan 
executive in the initiating of the 
process of the search for a future 
bishop. 

During our now nearly 25 years 
in South America, we have had 
many opportunities to meet people, 
people who have come to have 
special places in our hearts. People 
such as bishops Tito and Greg, 
the Chaco pastors, Jessica and her 
family, and Nigel and Sue Priestley 
from Meltham in Yorkshire who, 
alongside their church St James, 
supported us during our time in 
Bolivia and have faithfully prayed 
for us and opened their home to us. 

You can image how thrilled we 
were to discover that Nigel was part 
of a small team from the UK who 
came to Paraguay to share their 
expertise and stories regarding 
decision making on children who 
have been separated from their 
families. Nigel is a lawyer with 
expert knowledge in the care of 
children and families within  
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Above right: Jessica’s confirmation at St 
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the context of kinship care and 
adoption. With Nigel on the trip 
was judge and defence lawyer 
Ranjit Uppal, a family court judge  
and international rights lawyer, and 
social worker Daniel Hope of the 
NGO Strengthening Families for 
Abandoned Children. These three 
men are experts and internationally 
recognised leaders within their 
respective areas of professional 
work. 

Nigel’s team worked alongside 
Paraguay Protects Families (an NGO 
that Sally supports). Along with 
Aunty Vicky, our lead carer at the 
Esperanza Foster home, we were 
privileged to attend the Saturday 
morning open training session, to 

learn of ground-breaking 
advances in the care of 
vulnerable children and 
listen to inspiring stories. 
The team met with the 
vice president of Paraguay, 
the newly appointed 
minister for children, the 
attorney general, judges, 
fiscals, children’s defence 
lawyers, social workers, 
psychologists, foster 
carers, care home staff, 
church leaders and others 
interested in the well being 
of vulnerable children. 

Adriana, who is a lawyer and mum 
from St Andrews School and a 
member of Sally’s mums’ prayer 
group and supporter of Esperanza, 
was one of the able translators who 
facilitated the sharing of the team’s 
expertise and stories. For us, it was 
an honour to welcome Nigel, Ranjit, 
and Dan to our home for a typical 
Paraguayan Sunday lunch and to 
be able to talk about some of the 
issues that were raised, issues that 
are close to our hearts. 

As a church we are called to 
mission, to proclaim and represent 
Jesus and to be carriers of his 
presence and good news, reaching 
out to the nations so that many 
may come to Jesus who is the desire 
of all nations. 

“Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace to 

those on whom his 
favour rests.” Luke 2:14

May God’s favour 
rest on your home 
this Christmas; thank 
you so much for your 
faithful prayers and 
support, which we really 
appreciate, especially at 
this time of changes for 
the Diocese of Paraguay.

With love in the Lord,  

Peter and Sally
 

You can give online to  
Peter and Sally at: 
churchmissionsociety.org/bartlett

 
Contact details:  
saritabartlett@hotmail.co.uk 
peterparaguay@gmail.com
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PRAYER AND PRAISE

   Give thanks for the 
encouragement of the 
recent synod meeting and 
the pastor’s training in the 
Chaco.

   Give thanks for good 
progress in the school 
building project.

   Please pray for God to 
demonstrate his love 
though our lives in ways 
that will touch others and 
show the reality of this 
love.

   Please pray for practical 
action at the level of the 
local congregations, to 
enable the shift from 
maintenance to mission.

   Please pray for the search 
process for a new bishop 
and the raising up of 
more leaders within the 
Anglican Church.

   Please pray for the voice of 
the church to be in favour 
of vulnerable children and 
for the legal system in 
Paraguay to adapt to new 
realities.

Above: Adriana Fleitas, Nigel Priestley and 
Ranjit Uppal sharing stories and expertise

Left: Pastor Agustin, Peter and the Chaco leaders in the new teaching room in Rio 
Verde
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