
2: I'll tell you a story

My people, hear my teaching;
listen to the words of my mouth.
I will open my mouth with a parable;
I will utter hidden things, things from of old - 
things we have heard and known,
things our ancestors have told us.
We will not hide them from their descendants;
we will tell the next generation
the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord,
his power, and the wonders he has done. 

Psalm 78:1-4

We are all shaped by our history, and we often talk about our history when we get together, 
especially with our families … all those stories that begin, 'Do you remember when …?' ! It's 
fashionable these days to add to the stories we remember by looking up our family history, so we 
study internet archives to discover the stories of our ancestors … ‘I’m ¼ Scottish’, ‘My grandmother
was a slave’ … or to find out more details of an historical event, ‘My father was in the D-Day 
landings’ and so on.

We are also shaped by our relationship with God, and the history of his dealings with mankind. The
Bible tells the story of that relationship through history, prophecy and poetry. In fact, the Bible is 
one story unfolding from beginning to end, using the stories of individuals and nations, with Jesus 
Christ at the heart of it all; creator, saviour and judge, a story of the past and future; our story.

So the psalmist tells us to listen to the story and share it with our children. The Old Testament 
returns time and time again to the story of how God rescued his people from slavery and led them 
on a journey through the wilderness to become a unique people, a holy nation. All through their 
disobedience, exile and return, the story of the Exodus was used to remind the nation of their 
relationship with God, and to shape their expectations of the future. The New Testament recounts 
both the Exodus and other stories, as it tells the story of Jesus, and draws them all together into 
one story; our story.

So our story as Christians is shaped by the cross of Jesus, and we are called to share that story 
not only with our children, but with anyone we can … 

For further reflection and action

1. Some of the psalms tell the story of God’s history with his people – for example, Psalms 105, 
106 and 136. Read Psalm 136. As Christians, this is our family story, too: it is as much about us as
about Israel. What hints do we find as to how the story shapes our everyday lives as disciples of 
Christ?

2. In addition to some of the psalms, other places in scripture summarise the story to a certain 
point in time*: for a familiar example see Acts 7:2-52; 13:16-41. What features keep recurring in the
telling of the story (this might provide clues as to what is seen as significant), and think about why 
the story is being told - what does the story teller want to achieve?

* eg Deuteronomy 1-4; Joshua 23-24; Judges 1-2; 1 Samuel 12; 2 Kings 17; Nehemiah 9; Daniel 9

3. We all like stories with happy endings. How do we know that the story of the Bible will have a 
happy ending? How should the ending of the story affect the way we live now? 


