
Session 3: And God...

1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 
2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. 
And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 
3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.
4 God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 
5 God called the light "day", and the darkness he called "night". And there was evening, 
and there was morning - the first day.

Genesis 1:1-5

Our first steps in Genesis begin neither with creation nor with ourselves, but with God – 
and the reminder that we do not properly understand the world (or our place in it) without 
acknowledging the God who created it, holds it together and rules over it.

Now the account of Genesis was written at a time when many myths and legends were 
written about creation. The world was seen as the product of a violent struggle between a 
whole host of different gods, acting in competition for top spot, doing strange and horrible 
things to one another. But the message of the Bible, the special, the unique message of 
the Bible from start to finish is that there is one God and that He is good. 

And the account of creation in Genesis was designed not simply to give us information 
about the maker of heaven and earth. What we read here is meant to shape how God’s 
people think and live, so they can say, ‘This is the true God; this is what the true God is 
like; this is the one who alone is worthy of worship.’

For further reflection and action

1. Look carefully at the first five verses of Genesis. What do we learn about God just from 
reading these verses? 

2. “In the beginning God...”. How would we answer those who say, “Science has disproved
religion”? 

3. Turn to Proverbs 8:22-34. Who is speaking in these verses? How should what we know 
about our creator God shape our lives today?    


