
Session 4: It was very good

God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there 
was morning - the sixth day.

Genesis 1:31

For Christians, the first page of the Bible reminds us that as believers we should have a 
positive attitude to creation and delight in the goodness of God’s created order. It also 
reminds us God wants to show up in areas of our lives  we often try to exclude him from - 
for example, our work, our friendships, our studies - since the whole world has been made 
for Him and by Him. 

Alas, things don’t stay good. But the evil that comes later is not a necessary part of the 
fabric of the world or of human beings, and the Bible anticipates a time when evil will be 
removed. Meanwhile, God’s good creation provides a strong clue that ‘being saved’ by 
God is not about being released from an evil body for a non-material existence. The 
salvation Christ brings is not a rescue from the world but a salvation for which the world 
was made in the first place – nothing less than a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17).

For now, we can say the account of creation isn't just a description of how everything 
came into being, but rather points to us to the God on whom the whole of life depends, and
who is the source of everything that is good. 

For further reflection and action

1. Read the whole of Genesis 1. What can we learn from the way the account of creation 
is written? What should be our response to what we read?

2. We will look in a couple of weeks' time at what it means to be made in God's image. For
now, where do humans fit into the creation story? What should be our attitude to the 
created world and to the environment?

3. Why is it that we don't live each day with a greater awareness of God's goodness? How 
has sin affected the way we look at the world around us? (see Romans 1:18-25)


