
Session 6: How   could   they?

9 And the Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground - trees that were pleasing to the eye and
good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
...
16 And the Lord God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 
17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely
die."

Genesis 2:9, 16-17

There's a widespread belief outside the church that Christianity is a highly negative religion, that our freedom
as believers is curtailed at every turn by God saying “Thou shalt not.” But, perhaps surprisingly, negative
commands give more freedom than positive ones. Thus, rather than giving Adam and Eve handbooks on
rearing cattle, or pruning trees, or making love, God gave them the freedom to find out for themselves how to
do things, and the joy of making their own discoveries.

This included, of course, the freedom to make mistakes. Their disobedience to God's one command was
however more than a mistake. They could hardly turn round to God and said, “Oh, sorry, we forgot.” They
thought they knew better than God and made a conscious choice to go against His will. And humanity has
borne the cost of their choice ever since. We are all, to use a New Testament phrase, in Adam and we all
make the same mistakes as our very first ancestor.

And yet the great news of the Bible is that the story doesn't begin or end here. The story starts with an
unspoiled creation and ends, by way of the resurrection, with a restored new creation, with the tree of life
providing healing for all the nations (Revelation 22:2).

(adapted from LICC notes)

Read Genesis 3:1-7

1. How does the serpent tempt the woman? What do we learn from the woman's reply?

2.  Look at  verses 4-5. How does the serpent make sin seem so attractive? In what ways is sin made
attractive today?

3. Look at verses 6-7. The man and the woman didn't of course die immediately. So was the serpent right?
What in fact was the result of Adam and Eve eating the fruit?

4. Why do our attempts at covering up sin ultimately fail? As we prepare for the season of Lent, consider
what would happen if we were more open and honest about the wrong choices we make. 


