
An Order of Service

Sunday 24th January 2021

Third Sunday after Epiphany

Please use this order of service alongside the Facebook broadcast, or use it in your own personal
devotions. Revd Tim will lead the words in ordinary print; everyone is invited to join in with the
words in bold. 
Don't rush away - do use the comments to greet each other and to share your news. There will be
an opportunity to meet one another on Zoom and have a virtual cup of coffee!
All songs are reproduced under CCLI licence 1812.

Who has held the oceans in His hands?
Who has numbered every grain of sand?
Kings and nations tremble at His voice
All creation rises to rejoice

Behold our God seated on His throne
Come, let us adore Him
Behold our King! Nothing can compare
Come, let us adore Him!

Who has given counsel to the Lord?
Who can question any of His words?
Who can teach the One Who knows all things?
Who can fathom all His wondrous deeds?

Who has felt the nails upon His hands
Bearing all the guilt of sinful man?
God eternal humbled to the grave
Jesus, Saviour risen now to reign!
Jonathan Baird, Meghan Baird, Ryan Baird, and Stephen Altrogge © 2011 Sovereign Grace 
Worship 

Come, let us worship the King of kings,
The Creator of all things.
Let your soul arise to Him,
Come and bless the Lord our King.

Lord, my heart and voice I raise,
To praise Your wondrous ways,
And with confidence I come
To approach Your heavenly throne.



Come and fill this place with Your glory,
Come and captivate our gaze;
Come and fill us with Your fire,
That the world might know Your name.

(For) You are God,  and You’re worthy to be praised,
And You are good, for Your love will never end:
The great I Am, You are faithful in all of Your ways.
(Repeat)
Nathan Fellingham © 2001 Thankyou Music

1. PREPARATION
In the name of Christ who died and was raised by the glory of the Father
we welcome you: grace, mercy and peace be with you all.
... And also with you. 

...We have come together in the name of Christ
to offer our praise and thanksgiving,
to hear and receive God’s holy word,
to pray for the needs of the world,
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins,
that by the power of the Holy Spirit
we may give ourselves to the service of God.

SONG
Before the throne of God above,
I have a strong, a perfect plea,
A great High Priest whose name is Love,
Who ever lives and pleads for me.
My name is graven on His hands,
My name is written on His heart;
I know that while in heaven He stands 
No tongue can bid me thence depart,
No tongue can bid me thence depart.

When Satan tempts me to despair,
And tells me of the guilt within,
Upward I look and see Him there 
Who made an end to all my sin.
Because the sinless Saviour died,
My sinful soul is counted free;
For God the Just is satisfied
To look on Him and pardon me,
To look on Him and pardon me.

Behold Him there! The risen Lamb,
My perfect, spotless righteousness;
The great unchangeable I AM,
The King of glory and of grace!



One with Himself I cannot die,
My soul is purchased with His blood;
My life is hid with Christ on high,
With Christ, my Saviour and my God,
With Christ my Saviour and my God.
Charitie L. Bancroft (1841-92)

2. CONFESSION
Our Lord Jesus Christ said:
The first commandment is this:
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’
The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
… Amen. Lord, have mercy.

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ
to save us from our sins, to be our advocate in heaven,
and to bring us to eternal life.
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith,
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments
and to live in love and peace with all.

… Lord God,
we have sinned against you;
we have done evil in your sight.
We are sorry and repent.
Have mercy on us according to your love.
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.
Renew a right spirit within us
and restore us to the joy of your salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from our sins,
and restore us in his image to the praise and glory of his name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
... Amen.

3. COLLECT 
God of all mercy,
your Son proclaimed good news to the poor,
release to the captives,
and freedom to the oppressed:
anoint us with your Holy Spirit
and set all your people free
to praise you in Christ our Lord.
...Amen.



SHARING TIME - please use the comment facility to share your prayer requests and answered 
prayers. You can share more private prayers by clicking on the “send message” button at the top of
our Facebook page, and we will keep these confidential. During the sharing time we will sing:

When I'm filled with doubt and fear,
Condemnation ever near,
I will praise You through my tears: Hallelujah!
Hope that fills me with Your peace,
Grace that sets my heart at ease,
In Your presence there's release: Hallelujah!

I will never be ashamed,
For Your mercies I'll proclaim;
There is power in Jesus' name: Hallelujah!
On the cross He bore my sin,
When He died and rose again,
And ascended into heaven: Hallelujah!

Let creation see the One
Who with breath gave earth a Son,
Redeeming all the battle won: Hallelujah!
'It is finished!' was His cry,
As the blood flowed from His side;
Lamb of God be glorified: Hallelujah!

All our days on earth will be
Sacrificed to God our King,
For your blood has set us free: Hallelujah!
For we see salvation's plan,
Shown to us through Christ the man:
Eternal One, the great I am: Hallelujah!
Derri Daugherty, Katie Gustafson & John Hartley
© 2007 Thankyou Music / Derri Products

Jesus, be the Centre,
Be my source, be my light, Jesus.

Jesus, be the Centre,
Be my hope, be my song, Jesus.

Be the fire in my heart,
Be the wind in these sails;
Be the reason that I live,
Jesus, Jesus.

Jesus, be my vision,
Be my path, be my guide, Jesus.
Michael Frye © 1999 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire)



4. READING - GENESIS 15:1-6
1 After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: 
"Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward." 
2 But Abram said, "O Sovereign Lord, what can you give me 
since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?" 
3 And Abram said, "You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir." 
4 Then the word of the Lord came to him: 
"This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir." 
5 He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars - 
if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 
6 Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness.

5.SERMON

6.PRAYERS
We pray that Christ may be seen in the life of the Church.
You have called us into the family
of those who are the children of God.
May our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ
be strengthened by your grace.
Jesus, Lord of the Church,
in your mercy hear us.
You have called us to be a temple
where the Holy Spirit can dwell.
Give us clean hands and pure hearts
so that our lives will reflect your holiness.
Jesus, Lord of the Church,
in your mercy hear us.
You have called us to be a light to the world,
so that those in darkness come to you.
May our lives shine as a witness
to the saving grace you have given for all.
Jesus, Lord of the Church,
in your mercy hear us.
You have called us to be members of your body,
so that when one suffers, all suffer together.
We ask for your comfort and healing power
to bring hope to those in distress.
Jesus, Lord of the Church,
in your mercy hear us.
You have called us to be the Bride,
where you, Lord, are the Bridegroom.
Prepare us for the wedding feast,
where we will be united with you for ever.
Jesus, Lord of the Church,
in your mercy hear us.



Jesus, Lord of the Church,
you have called us into fellowship with all your saints.
We unite our prayers with theirs
and ask for grace to serve you with joy
where you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for all eternity.
Amen.

Let us commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray,
to the mercy and protection of God as we say together:
...Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

7. CREED
Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
source of all being and life,
the one for whom we exist?
...We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,
died for us and rose again?
...We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world?
...We believe and trust in him.
This is the faith of the Church.
...This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.

NOTICES

SONG
The God of Abraham praise,
Who reigns enthroned above,
Ancient of everlasting days, and God of love.
Jehovah! Great I AM!
By earth and heaven confessed;
I bow and bless the sacred name forever blessed.



The God of Abraham praise,
At whose supreme command
From earth I rise, and seek the joys at His right hand.
I all on earth forsake -
Its wisdom, fame, and power―
And Him my only portion make, my shield and tower.

He by Himself hath sworn,
I on His oath depend:
I shall, on eagles’ wings upborne, to heaven ascend;
I shall behold His face,
I shall His power adore,
And sing the wonders of His grace forever more.

The God who reigns on high
The great archangels sing;
And, holy, holy, holy, cry, Almighty King.
Who was and is the same,
And ever more shall be;
Jehovah, Father, Great I AM, we worship Thee.

The whole triumphant host
Give thanks to God on high;
Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! They ever cry.
Hail, Abraham’s God, and mine!
I join the heavenly lays;  
All might and majesty are Thine, and endless praise. 
Thomas Olivers

8. BLESSING
The first three responses are with a sweep of the arm towards a cross, as if throwing the objects of 
the prayer; the final response is a sweep of the arm towards heaven. 
All our problems
… we send to the cross of Christ.
All our difficulties
... we send to the cross of Christ.
All the devil’s works
... we send to the cross of Christ.
All our hopes
… we set on the risen Christ.

The love of the Lord Jesus draw you to himself,
the power of the Lord Jesus strengthen you in his service,
the joy of the Lord Jesus fill your hearts;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
be among you and remain with you always. 
…Amen



9. DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
All  In the name of Christ. Amen.

We are the body of Christ.
In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body.
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace
and builds up our common life.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
All  and also with you.

After the service we will sing:
You are the one through whom all things were made
Yet laid aside your majesty
You came in weakness to the earth
And chose for us the virgin birth.
And though we know the story yet
We come in wonder to the cave,
Where in your mother's arms you lay,
The humble king who came to save

You are the one before whom kings will bow
And yet you chose the company 
Of tax collectors and the poor,
Revealing grace unknown before.
And though we know the story yet
We read with wonder of such grace
That in the Father heart of God
Repentant sinners find their place.

You are the one who reigns as Lord of all
And yet you died in agony
Alone, forsaken on the cross
And for our sake endured such loss.
And though we know the story yet
We bow in wonder at Calvary,
That through a death so undeserved
We by your blood can now be free.

You are the one who comes to judge the world
And every eye at last shall see
You, Jesus, sat upon the throne,
Who comes in power to claim His own.
And though we know the story yet
We lose the wonder so easily.
So take our lives that we are changed
And serve your name eternally. 
© Tim Buckley 2020


